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Mandatory Insurance Verification:      

Where are we?  WhatɄs the latest? 

Senate Bill 2631, 2012 Regular Session of the Mississippi 

Legislature, created the Mississippi Vehicle Insurance Verifi-

cation System (MVIVS).  This bill required the Mississippi 

Department of Public Safety (DPS), the Mississippi Depart-

ment of Revenue (DOR), and the Mississippi Insurance De-

partment (MID) to create a common, carrier-based motor 

vehicle insurance verification system.  MVIVS purpose is to 

encourage compliance with mandatory motor vehicle insur-

ance.  Failure to comply with the law could result in persons 

being ticketed during traffic stops and possible suspension 

or denial of vehicle registrations.  System users include law 

enforcement agencies, courts, and other state and local 

agencies charged with administering the Stateôs motor vehi-

cle laws  

 

A number of other states have similar programs that have 

recognized varying levels of success.  

 

Following passage of SB 2631, representatives of DPS, 

DOR and MID began meeting to develop a Request for Pro-

posal (RFP) for the system.  While writing the specifications, 

several issues were identified as potential problems for im-

plementation of the system as passed by the Legislature.  

The identified concerns included lack of due process for vio-

lators, loss of county revenue, lack of clarity regarding as-

signment of responsibilities among the participating agen-

cies, and the technical limitations of the Stateôs current Tag/

Title Network.  A decision was made to proceed with the 

RFP and request the Legislature address these issues dur-

ing their next session.  The RFP was issued and a vendor 

was selected; however, due to a multitude of reasons, fur-

ther work on the system halted. 

In 2014, effort was again made by the three state agencies, 

insurance company representatives, and the Mississippi 

Collectors and Assessors Association (MACA), to develop a 

business plan with workable solutions to the various 

óroadblocksô implementing the system.  After months of 

meetings, a business plan was drafted and presented to the 

leadership of the three agencies and the Legislature.  As a 

result of this work, House Bill 946, 2015 Regular Session, 

was drafted to address some of the issues.  Following sev-

eral amendments, the conference report was passed by 

both the Senate and the House and is currently awaiting the 

Governorôs signature. 

 

The primary change made to the 2012 legislation is that 

MVIVS will only be used during traffic stops and will not be 

tied to registration and renewals.  Due to the technical con-

straints of the current tag/title system, the registration pro-

cess would create major hardships on the insurance compa-

nies, county tax collectors, county budgets, DOR, and the 

taxpayers of Mississippi.   

 

HB 946 requires MVIVS to be operational by March 1, 2016. 

  

The conference report is found at http://

billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2015/pdf/cr/

HB0946CR.pdf 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Tony Lawler, Director 
Department of Revenue 
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More Details  

We donõt change the message, the message changes us. 

http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2015/pdf/cr/HB0946CR.pdf
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2015/pdf/cr/HB0946CR.pdf
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2015/pdf/cr/HB0946CR.pdf


2015 MACA  Summer Conference  

July 12-15, 2015 

Golden Nugget Casino 

Biloxi, MS 

 

Start making your plans now!  Rooms have been 

ñblockedò at a rate of $99.00 per night.  Reservations  

must be made by June 12, 2015 to receive the special 

rate.  Call 228-435-5400 or go online at 

www.goldennugget.com/Biloxi/ using 

PROMO CODE: S156105 

Lhrrhrrhooh Ghfg Qdrnktshnm Hl`fdqx Oqnidbs 
 
In late summer 2011, in response to a USGS proposal to coordinate GIS 

activities in Mississippi, Joel Yelverton, the Executive Director of the Mis-

sissippi Assessors and Collectorõs Association, began assisting in organ-

izing multi - county high resolution imagery acquisition projects. Imagery 

resolutions are 6 inch for urban areas and 1 foot for ru-

ral areas. Mr. Blake Wallace, Executive Director of the 

Hinds County Economic Development Authority, is act-

ing as the primary administrator for these projects. 

From 2011 through 2014 fifty (50) counties have elect-

ed to participate in these projects which resulted in 

$100,000õs in savings to the taxpayer. 

Joel Yelverton  
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